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Il Palio - ‘Festival of the Banner’
The Palio is a historical festival celebrated in many Italian cities. May is an 

exciting month dedicated to Ferrara's Palio which is the oldest in the world! The 

town’s eight 'Contrade' (teams) compete in flag-throwing competitions, dances, 

parades and horse races to win the precious banner dedicated to Saint George, 

the Patron Saint of Ferrara.

Sunday 1st May at 11 a.m. - Piazza Castello – 'Palio per la Pace' ( 'Palio for Peace')

Dance performances and re-enactments from the Renaissance period 

(To support Ferrara’s Ukrainian community)

Saturday 14th May at 9 p.m. – Historical procession & presentation of the teams 

This is well-worth watching!

(The procession follows Corso Giovecca, Corso Martiri della Libertà, Torre dell’Orologio)

Sunday 15th May at 6.30 p.m. – Procession and Blessing of the Palio  

(The procession  follows Corso Giovecca, Corso Martiri della Libertà, Torre dell’Orologio)

Saturday 21st May at 3 p.m. & 8.30 p.m. – Ancient Flag Throwing Games

Piazza Municiaple

This is well-worth watching but arrive early to get a good view.



Sunday 22nd May at 4 p.m. – Piazza Municiaple - Ancient Flag Throwing Games

This is well-worth watching but arrive early to get a good view.

THE PALIO

Sunday 29th May at 3.30 p.m.– Historical Procession from the Castle to Piazza Ariostea 

(via Corso Ercole I d’Este, Corso Porta Mare) where the Palio di Ferrara will be held with a 

variety of races, donkey and horse racing. 

N.B. The events and processions leading up to the main Palio are free of charge. 

Instead, tickets for the actual Palio on Sunday 29th May in Piazza Ariostea can be 

bought at the different entrances to Piazza Ariostea on the day.

For further information:

Email: info@palioferrara.it

www.paliodiferrara

‘Il Sogno di Ferrara’ - Art Exhibition
Castello Estense

The colourful and intricate paintings of the Ferrarese artist Adelchi Riccardo

Mantovani are on display at the Castello Estense until October. Through his

paintings, Mantovani is able to transport his viewers into a magical land of fairy

tales, myths, dreams and poetry.

‘Photofestival’ Ferrara
7th – 29th May - every weekend

Factory Grisù, Via Ortigara 11

This modern photography festival is one of Ferrara's hidden ‘gems’ and is finally able to 

re-open its doors again to the public. This year’s theme is about travel in all its variations, 

both real and imaginary. It aims to help us to move forward both physically and mentally 

after the Pandemic when travelling was discouraged.

‘Beyond the Ghetto – Inside and Outside’ Exhibition
MEIS – Museum of Italian Judaism and Shoah

Via Piangipane

Just a reminder that this interesting exhibition ends on 15th May.



Vegan Festival
7th & 8th May

Parco Massari

During this weekend, the park will host a variety of vegan food stands, restaurants,  

workshops, conferences, cooking shows and craft stalls. Check out the Vegan festival 

Facebook page for further details.

PLASTIC- ocene
Until 8th May

Palazzo Turchi di Bagno

A creative exhibition in collaboration with WWF and scientific associations about sea 

pollution and the impact which plastic has on our oceans.

Concerts at Ferrara’s Teatro Comunale:

10th May at 8.30 p.m.

‘Lauter Project’ – violins, viola, cello and piano

29th May at 4.30 p.m.

The Legend of Beauty and the Beast – Musical

Tickets can be bought online or at the ticket office next to the theatre.

Bibliotaca Rodari - Story time at the library
Viale Krasnodar, 102

Thursday 5th May at 5 p.m. - Giochiamo con la yoga? (Let’s play through yoga)

Stories and games for children aged between 3 and 6

(Please bring a mat and the children must wear comfortable shoes)

Thurday 19th May at 5 p.m. - In BiblioApe alla Rodari’ 

A travelling library full of lovely stories suitable for everyone

Saturday 28th May at 10.30 a.m. - #lovekimishibai

Stories for four year olds told through Japanese paper theatre.

Please book a place by telephoning 0532 904220 or by emailing: 

bibl.rodariomune.fe.it



Sagra delle Fragole Lagosanto - Strawberry Food Festival
13th, 14th, 15th & 20th, 21st & 22nd May

During the month of May the town of Lagosanto, which cultivates Italian strawberries, 

organizes a delicious strawberry food festival.

For further information or to book telephone: 327 5775500

Cento’s European Carnival
Sunday 15th, 22nd & 29th May, 5th at 3 p.m.

Saturday 11th June at 7 p.m.

The town of cento is thrilled to announce the return of its Carnival after the Pandemic. 

Cento’s Carnival is one of the most famous in Italy and is twinned with the Carnival of Rio 

de Janeiro. The streets come alive with music, dancing and festoons as enormous floats 

parade among the spectators.

It is possible to buy tickets on the day from the ticket offices dotted around the main entrances to 

the city, otherwise you can buy tickets online. Visit the official website which is also in English on: 

www.carnevalecento.com

I Love Po Delta

https://podelta.eu/en/offerte

Why not take advantage of the lovely weather and explore the Po Delta? Visit the website 

above to see what trips are on offer. You can go birdwatching, follow the trail of the 

Mesola deer, visit the salt fields and wetlands. There are a variety of organized walks, 

bike tours and boat trips as well as well-mapped out paths to follow without a guide.

Events on in Argenta’s Valleys - Valli di Argenta

Eco – Shuttle Tour
Sunday 8th May at 10.a.m. & 4 p.m.

Sunday 14th May at 4 p.m.

Visit this beautiful fresh water paradise aboard an eco-shuttle with a guide. Discover 

enchanting woods, important nesting sites, pond life, local fauna and flora.

Meeting place: Valli di Argenta Museum, Via Cardinala, 1/C, 44011 Campotto (Ferrara)

Tickets: €15, €10


